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. ! I · .  Mid .. September '98, a piece of ,fideo taken by G·eoff.Mitchinson, ·on holiday with ll:is wife and young 
. . ·son, hit the. headline�: The family from Nevv·castle, l)ad �een on board the trip cruiser 'Nessie· Hunter' for a 

· 
. .. . tdp rotmd Urquli.art Bay. Geoff said he was checking tlu-ough the camera to make sure to make sure it was 

. . . · ; , the· way he wanted i� wl�en son1ething caught his eye. · H;e zoomed in ort it and g�t the piece of tape. He 
said he ·had never seen ·anything like it before. It w¥, ;Qnly there for a few secqnds, ·movi..11g slowly leaving 
_ripples, if' loo)<ed like the bo\v of a boat going tlu·ough .. the water. He hope'-f his footage could take scientists 
aJong·way towardS proving the Loch Ness creatures e;<ist .Newspaper·reported 'experienced Loch Ness 
Monster. spotters·' as describing the video footage, apparently sho\ving the head of .Nessie, as the most 
exciting breakthrough in recent years. Gary Camp bell, Loch Ness Monster Fan Club, was quoted as saying 
it was the best video he had seen. Saying," this is. fantastic moving footage and we are very excited by what 
we have seen. The pictures. �ow the head of something moving along in the water, which initially looks 
like a seal." But he thought the more he looked at it, it was not beha,ing _like a seal and did not eve·n· look 
like one, as he could not see the body. However'there wer�. others who said they we1:e certain it had been a 
seal. Dr David \Vaugh-r dir�ctor. designate of the Royal Zoological Society of Scotland, and director of the 
Edinbutgh Zoo, said" \V c have a very high level of confidence that tllis was a s�al.. The next logical option 
would be an otter. Ho\vever, there is al\vays room for doubt.'' 

·The Mitchison family were from Ne\vcastl<?, fifty ntiles :fi·om home;·' perhaps._! could arrange· a 

. meeting and interview. Before steps could be taken, our local TV station featured the� in an evening news. 
programme. Their account was more or less as repot1ed in the press. The video was sl),own,. of course. It js, 
of fairly good quality, for a home "Video. It seems to start as a general shot of (Jeorge Edwards at the boat 
controls, then swin� past !v.frs Mitchinson's head to something in the water. This is travelling in the 
opposite directioti, out of the bay; .between the· boat and the steep shoreline . .  As the camera zooms in we 
S�e, a seal. There is no .doll:�t, What i� On the video is a St(al. After a Vety brief tune it puts it'� head down 
and .submerges. Also intervie\ved was Neil Willis, a marine biologist,· frotn .the ·s�a Life. -Centre, ·at 
Tynemouth. HiS opiriion WaS that undoubtedly it was a grey seal on the tape.· It was ·a ·�isappointment, but 
we are looking for the truth,. aren:'t we? 

TIIAT Sil\lJGNG·FEELING 
. Staying with sea:ls· for a - moment In late January, tl�e Nortlt East coa.st had a rare vjsitor, an Arctic 

Bearded Seal. It took up residence.· at the Hartlepool fish Quay for a while. \Ve learnt later .that it had be 
reported from other places further up the coa9t as it made it.'.s way south: Sporting impr�s.�ive �ITays of grey · 

whiskers, they are the largest of tlte true ,geaJs; adult males grO\'l to eleven feet and .\V�igh OV�r a quarter of 
a ton. Usually straying no. further south than Iceland ·and. north Norway, one "vas repot1�d. o� the .. Notfolk 
coast .in� 1892. Thiq latest· spe9im�n was over: eight feet long .and an immediate attraction

· for local: animal · 

lovers. Local TV covete.d ifs progress ·\o'iith a number of reports. Fine, but what does .�hat have. to: do \vith 
Loch Ness? · 

· · · · 

. .· .. 
One of the characteristics attributed to the Loch Ness creatw;es, i.� the ability to sfuk straight down. A . 

number of·witnesses repo�� a hwnp which sinkS without: any forward motion.· Ctver the years. theories have 
been devised. to expl"in this 'unusud'. ability. Having watched the Bearded Seal on T._V., with the·benefit 
of long lens to bring it closer, I wonder if the 'sinking' is really an unusual ability. At times it lay on the 
sutface displa)jng 'a h�p', which became· smaller un� �t c\isappeared under· water. It seen1ed to be going 
straight· down, however it was not. It was rolling fotWard. in the water, the niovcntent was not obvious: 
because· there· were ·no fins, flippers or other protuberances to. be seen . . The. 'hump' ·became smaller as the 
thinner tail-end· of the body moved through the arc, Ut}til the \Vater closed over it -;fhis smooth forward 
movement wa8 only apparent Llu-ough the telephoto lens. It would seem: t.'Us action could be conunon to a 
number iof aquatic ailimals, in fact the 1v1arine Biologist from Tynen1outh described it as the behaviour of 
the Grey Seal he was seeing. \v1ille not suggesting all we have in ·Loch Ness are seals� perhaps they have 
similar characteriStiCs, movements, bcha\liour. 
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ABBEY CLOSURE 

It came as a great surprise to read in November '98 t.hat the Foi1 ..t\ugustus Benedictine Abbey was 
to close, after 120 years of prayer and devotion. ·It was �· greater su_rpri'.ie to fmd that it was not owned by 
the monks, or Benec:��ii.�e orckr, but 1e?sed from the: Lovat Estates. Vlhen it \Vas founded in 1876, the 
remains of the old 18th Century I-Ianovt.·:lt:n Fort were o\vned by the 14th Lord Lovat. He leased it to the 
monks for the minimal rent.of one .pound a year� w.hic�t it is said h�s never �"'leen collected. The.mo� saw 
to the construction of the monastic buildings, including the . large . . Abbey �hurch. Over the years they also 
amassed some 10�000 books in the Gaelic �d theological sections of their library. These have been ·soid to 
the Sabhal Mor Ostaig Gaelic College, on Sk')'e, and the Highland Theological College in Din�all There 
were also 10,000 other volwnes in tlteir library, d�aling with a r�ng� of subject includ4lg .hi�toty,. art, and . 

. . . th . . 
. . : architecture. 'When these v-:ere auctioned in :Niay,. they raist;� £147,000 . . An early 18 centuty atlas of 

London. which was.anticipated to make £4,000 on it's, own, went. for £7�000, and an 1832 map ofScotland.: 
which made £6.400,. had· been expected to fetch £1.500. For many of the year8 the monastic �oromumty . .

. 

ran a boys boarding school. This· was. closed in 1993 que'toJack of pupils, and falling demand for that style._ .. 
of education.· Perhaps that was the beginning of the �d. . . . · · . . . . . · 

·In July '9.4 the Abbey opened it's doors as a. J��titage and Toudst (:entre. As bursar, Tony .·. 
Harmsworth, ·put ·in a gteat deal of work to achieve this. It seem�d to· be successf-ul. as over the next few · 
seasons .he :introduced a number of atf;ractions, s�ch as tl)� monthly Highland Games,. during th� · sumn;_e�. · 

I· ooderstimd that. right from the beginning the monks l�d been ada�t that the Abbey .. sbo,uld p.ot be · 
turned iitto a Loch Ness :tvlonster Exhibition, · 

· 

· , · 

That is understandable, but almost a shame� after .all, if an}where could l<�Y .ciaim to be the ho!he. of 
Nessie, itjs. Fort.·Augus�. Alex Campbell, whose ear!y r�p9rts �er.ed t�1e. ��dem day my�fery, \Vas : 

water bailiff there, .and with it's loch-side setting and the nmnber of sightings 9Y the' ri1onks,,. the Abbey 
would be .the central point. Last season Tony open�d a.very goo� Monster.feature,' . m the ·adrninistrati<?ri.. 
building;· slides, videos and .commentaries, Father Gregory, .Father Aloysius, .all there� It w.as. given the· 
'sturgeon'· slan� which seems to be the growing point of view at the motnent This see.med to J)e ratl�er an 
'anti' approach; but to finish there wa.s a punc� .line.: f aiher Gregory Brusey ql#etly telling o� .�·sighting. · 

No fuss: no dramatics�. just a quiet .recounting of what he . witnt(ssed in October 197.1,. then the torefinger,' 
now misshapen witlt age and arthriti�, held up to show how the. creature's neck \\�as held above the wai�r. 
that made the hair on the back ofthe.nc�k·1nistle, .and brought tears to the eyes. A stitrg�on 'Yith . a neck??. 
I was going to recommend this presentation to you, but I do not k.n�,v what has become of it. · 

. · 

As to why the Abbey closed?. The '98 season visitor :�umb�rs were down, and staffing levels had 
been reduced. However Father Paul Bonnici said the decisio� to close was not based on any failure of_ the 
conunercial side. He said it was. simply a lack of m.onastic monks, of m� opting to live as dev�ted .. monks 
in Fort Augustus Abbey. 11leir nwnbers had reduced to ten,. four over seventy-five, t\vo others in ill health, 
leaving four in· solemn vows. It is a huge building and monastic rounds ca�ot carry like that the Abbey had 
to close· and \V hen the monks le!\ the property reverted to the Lovat Estat�s. It· will be . a serious . loss of 
amenities in Fort Augustus, for locals and tourists alike. For many years I have. recominended the ��� and_ 
quie(ofthe:Abbey and it's grounds to our members, along with the wall< down to� and.the viev/ of, the 
loch. We have always visited· ourselves, and benefited from the tranquillity. Fa�er :eaui was a .'wow' w1th ' 

1he ladies and, having an eye for a customer, could sell ice-cream to Eskitnos. A delightful man. 
\Vhat ·becomes of it no�1 The whole complex would seem too large for a hotel. For a number of· 

years there has been talk of a .new university, the University of the :f!ighlands. It has been s�ested. that the 
Abbey would make a very good campus. What�ver happens, I doubt if the quiet, · an� free, use of the 
grounds·will ever be the san1e. . 

Mentioning amenities at Fort.Augustu� leads me nicely into .tcnmg· you of .Alan and· 1\..1andy Smith .. 
They are NIS members \Vho decided on a change. of direction and.llfcstyie. )'iith a love of Scotland, and a 
keen ·interest in the Loch Ness mystery, it \\'·as qbyious Scotland \Vas. the place ·to be . . They looked at many 
properties ·m·the Highlands, how.everjt w� one in F:ort. A�ousttis.titat.,tbey settled on .. I was a�le t� �sit� 
them la�t August ('98). They have- a B&B establishment that lean� towards Monster hunters,· 'and those . 

with an interest in. Nessie and the.loch.·Altbou2h not totallv devoted to thetn. They have a good. collection · 

of Loch Ness videos, and a library of books o�· the subje�t.: Th�y ar� a very nic.e co�ple. Anyone visiting · 

the area and looking for a,:conunodatio� could hardly do better than contact them . . �ddress is : - The Bank 
House, Station Road, Fort Augustus, L11vetness, PH32 4AX�, tel.01320 366767. The 'bank' in the address 
· Is not the river or cabal bru.lk, but the BanlCof ScbtlahG.Thaf petliaps·indicales the sty1e'ofthe property. 
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:NlS AT THE LOCI-tSIDE 
I hav� �<?ports from a nu111.ber of i..JIS tnenHJ\:;1·.:; �.-ho ;have, or are to, Visit tl1e loch . During June '98, 

Peter Davenport, f.rotn \Virral spent five d�ys th�re \Yith his wife and seven:year old son. ·They stay at an 

Old Pier, but it is the one at Fort Augustus and they usually rent Jenny :v!c.Kenzies cabin. He tries to be up 
and about by 6.30arr,_� or earlier= as he believes it is the quietest and h�st time for \¥atching. Tr.Js is ·possible 

to abou� 8.00am,. v..-hen the fu-st boats start leaving the canal. Then it is family time. I-Iad a good stay, but 
his �82 �hump· sighting is stiU the only one he has. · · 

. Roger Acra.nlJ.n, o'r Stevenage,· \Vrote a long letter in :tvlarch �99. The bad news was that he had been 
laid off work _On _·reflection he thoruz)lt that it may · have son1e henefi�. He had been· �vorlcing very hard 
'vith Iong_how·s, and realised tltat his two young cl�dren had be�_grovving up without hin1. So he_i.� re­

ass�ssing his life. Part of the leaving dt:al was 1�se Qf company car for three rnontbs.· In November they 
de�ided to Visit Scotland,. Shida, lus ·wife� h.m:l never been. On th�- ·way stopping of at Hadrians. \V all, :first 
visi� then. ·Edinburgh, Petth, Inverness. \Vith nvo tp<ldlers it \Vas not a .l Te •• s expedition, but the)· circled 
Loch Ness_ a fe\v times� lapping up the autumnal colours a!ld keeping an· eye on the water, no sightings. A 
vety relaxing break, Roger agttin: being. ovenvhelnted by the loch· s �iz�, n1gged beauty and· colours. They 
stayed at hlvemess Youth Hostel, a flC\V one \V.hich otdy opened in �-1a:y '9S. :'cotland's ·x-n:As do not 

nonnally. take to.ddlers, but ·the place was empty and the manager tnn.de an exception. Roger certainly 
rec�mmends it He had some very good points to raise about Pichard Carter 1Iying to reproduce Tim 
Din dale's ·film, V¥ith a boat· I hope to retu1n to that in a later �J �:�slettei·. 

Dave 1 urn er: from Stockport, \Vith his pat1ner Tracy, spent two week� at the ioch from Saturday 
23ro April '99, staying in Dores. They had eight continuous fine days from the ·start of the holiday, 
spending a lot of time aro'und the loch, as \VeJl as general sight�eeing. The day after arriving. Sunday) they 
waij(ed through Farigaig'forest. up to the top of the hill over-look.ing the loch. The visibility w3s good, clear 
view · of Urquhart ·Castle·· off to the 1ight. Belo\-V and. slightly. to the right, \V ere the white cottages of. 
Invetfarigaig. In fronr nt: · and ·-tgzh. �' !Htle to .the right, of those, was a.·largc patch of stnooth black \Vater. 
Tracy was using 1 Ox50 binoculars, an\:. cn.::c:;ame (;On\tinc�d she could see so1nething under the water. She 
said, "A large dark patch of water caught 1ny eye,. so I started looking more closd} at the area. I could see 

tl;le large dai.J areii 
·of water, and then ,l sepaJate an!a .to the right hat appeared to . be travelling 

mdepe�dently froin .the stationary large area.: This. looked .like an animate ob�ect tnoving slo·wly, as if 
bas�g, but witl1 jerky movements of "'·hat appeared to be fou� funbs. It \vas these limb-like shapes that 
made me thiflk that this ·was more thanjust a dark patch 

.
Of\vater. This shape did not break the sutface. It 

was difficult to judge the size, but I ·would say-· that it was larger. th�1 a· small boat. The sighting· lasted for 

only a few minutes." Tracy told Dave what she was seeing� and "'·here. He used his cantcordcr� but could 
find nothing to Jocus on. Nothing sho\ved up when they playe_(l' th.e tape back, Davc: thought h.e had been 
1o�king too far to· the left.· ·Time re�orde 1 on- the tape \Vas 11_.25am, sunny \Veather, light wind:- rippling 
most of �he loch surface. · · 

Tlris report can hardly be classed as .a :good' one, ·':ery exciting for T racy hut there are· too many 
vague aspects. Cotlld she have been seemg JUSt a. srnaU�r patch of rippling watet\ or a reflection of some 

kind? A point of interest are the s:ilnilarities to the account of the four young tncn reported in ·N1S 134, same 

area, elevation above the water and 'shape' b�low the surface .. 
Gordon Strang, of Cupar, Fife,. spent a \Vee:r at the loch with his fantily, nlid-A1ay '99. fie tnanaged 

to get some early morrting watches done. He noticed peculiar disturbances on a couple of occasions, these 
were relatively sn1all ·and he attributed them 1o fish andlor otter a.ctiviti,;3. Ilo\vever the follor.;ing day, at 
about 1 1.30 he saw quite clearly what he believes. (anyway 95g,� sure) to have been a seal at relatively close 
qlUL.+ters. He says he· is sure many .would have be�n fooled i11to thinking this was the iuonster. l-Ie did not 
say where they stayed, or where he sa\V the seal. He did send �t sketch. 'Ihe ;\vriggles' were seen opposite 
the 'Ilorseshoe Scree' at 0600 on the 18u1 and same time place on the 20th. Judging from. the sketch the. seal 
was closer to Fort Augustus (Incl·narcardoch?)� 'F <;>t,>1ball � seen bobbing in. two places for about 30 seconds 
a time, previou�l..r �a�rr n�or�. overa.H length 4 or 5 feet. hea�t clear of"vater; 

· Jan1es Kit\vood, fi:otn· Leeds, \vas at the_lo.ch for a \veek from 29th �'fay '99. l-Ie was also to retutn 
for another vveek from· 23rcJ July, staying at the Invennoriston �amp�ite. f-Ie expected Fichard Carter to be 
there, along with a few others, Twho after n1ecting on the inU."1.net got l.9gethe.r to do son1e monster hunting. 

·Henry Bauer, USA, author of 'The Enigma of Loch Ness'� 'Wl'Ote to say they planned to be at the 
.. • - - �;... -- .. .. - ,. • -- -& .. 

Ross ch�le� �Strone� again this summer� tlu-ee weeks� beg{nning19tll July'99. \Vith ref�ence to the41o�g 



sighting of a light broWIL, huge object, i.tt NIS 1 34. l-Ie thought it very reminjscent of the late {30s film 
described_ in Maurice Burton's 'The Elusive I\tlorister' as 'very animal-like'�, though Bwton was sure it was 
not� while not revealing his reasons for that. -I believe that · I-!enry was to be part -of the International 
Cryptozoology Symposiurn in Drunmadrochi( over weekend 10/l l 1h July '-99. 

-

STEVE FELTHAl\1 
Steve w� in touch as I was putting this together. He ·has recently been able , to spend · time in the_ air 

over the loch, with his micro-light O\"\ning friend. He was hoping to be able to get some :flights , do�n at 'the 
Fort Augustus end, before too long. He said that taking the fish - farm c�ag�s, moorings . . and rope� etc� as 
reference, it is pos�ible to see some ten or twelve feet belo\v the loch surface . .  Tltis could .be a nujor step 
fOtWard, being able to watch a volu1ne of water in three dimensions, instead of a single swface , in two.-

. He said he was avvare of no govd sightings· d-ris season. I had heard of sotne unsubstantiated 
accounts. In late February '99, it was reported an American tourist had seen something out of the water. It 
\:vas said he was betw�en Dores and Foyers, at abotit 8 .30pn1� when a. long necked creaPJre between 1 0  and 
1 5  metres in length emerged from the dark and 'scun1ed' into the \Vater. He was that surprised, he forgot 
to take a pictw'e! !  Different month but · vety ' Spicer-like' .  No natnes or . other details, extremely 
questionable. At the end of ]v!ay '99, a tomist, from Wiltshire, who did not �i�h to be 1dentified, said she 
had seen a 'large bl�ck object' rising about 1 0ft  from the water� neru:· -Urquhat1 Ca�tle. It was about 9anl 
and she is said to ha·,le observed it for i:\';o n1inutes. Once again lack of . .details, also 1Oft tall is very large, 
too large. It is obvious that if anytl-llng was seen:. it's  size ""-as grossly ovcresfunated. . 

However he did have news of a creditable one on New Year's Eve. afternoon., '98.  Lorien Cameron. 
(23) and fiancee Kevin Ross (35), were drivh-tg down the road towards Dores from Kindnnnmond. There 
is a corner fron1 \Vhere there is a very ·good panoramic view over the loch. Something shining brightly in 
. the low .Winter sun caught their attention . .. Ilte loch was calm and the weather clear. About a quarter of the 
loc�'s \Vidth out from the far shore, in line with the shingle beach at A.briachan Pier, was : a hump shape, 
reflecting silvery light. J:hey both likened it to an upturned boat, a yacht \\i.thout centreboard. It was � their 
vie\\r for 10 to 1 5  seconds, before quietly s11b1nerging. It did not seem to move. Their view was obstructed 
by trees for a few seconds, on regaining sight · of the area, no sign . of activity \Vas to be seen ; They are 

students and live in ·Aberdeen, but I believe Lorien is a local gjrJ .and has some knowledge of the loch and 
it 's moods. _Kevin haS sontc nillitary background and could be said to _ be level hea}ied. They· said they 
thought the o�ject was some 2 V! miles fron1 therrt. Checking the map I would say it wa.<; just over 1 �'i away. 
This report is- one of the better ones, I think. · 

· 

Adrian _ Shine
-

had collected Steve from Dores and taken him around the n_e\-vly . 
opened exhibition. 

The erttirely r�-v?mped exhibition, Loch Ness 2000, had been officially opened by Sir Ran�lph Fiennes in 
late June . It had iaken three years to design and' tells the· story of the loch� from creation, 600 rnillion years 
ago, up to recent explorations such as o��eration Deepscan. S1eve said he half expected . it to be almost 
'anti , but judged it to be very good. Being verJ infonnalive on the biology and et;ology etc . of the loch. He 
said it, of course, reflects Adrian 's vie\vs, eventually getting round to the Sturgeon. About the only quibble 
Steve had, was that the eye-\vitness accounts of Monster �ightings, - seen1ed to be dealt \\litli in a rather brief 
manner. As they are the base on v;hich the \'\thole Loch Ness mystery is founded,. he. felt perhaps they could 
have been given n1ore prominence. 

Steve also told me he had copies · of the Int�'Tilet photograph and said wjthout doubt it is a bird flying 
through frame, similar to the 'Bruce Photograph' �TJS 54 & 130 ) . As . it happens the particular camera is 
moooted on the c�ey stack of the cottage across the road, and overlooking Temple Pier. Very close to 
the place from which the 'Btuce Photograph' was taken. I hoj)e to r�tutn to the 'internet cam.eras' looking 
at Loch Ness at a la er date. 

· · 
· 

.At l1st 1\TJS 135 finished. I have a stack of m.aterial from Dick Rayn�r, for the. nex1. one I intend. As 
you are reading thi�, it means I was able· to ·get the ' printed \Vord out of the 'bits ' and 'h)1es ' of my new, 
well second-hand, PC!\VP. The old Pius-4 finally expirec� after fourteen year$. Thank you for your 
continued _support, and tolerance, your ne\VS · and views are al\lvays welcome and needed. !viy address is 
still;- .R.R.Hepple, 7 Hunts lieldford, St Jolli�'s Chapel, . Weardal.;;, Co Durham, DL13 lRQ. 
Tel:01388. 537359. Subscriptions per year,(or at least �dx issues), LLI{. £2. 75 . N. America, $10. . 

Rip. 

� ------===o-=---=-�--'-'----""�=-==---=-=-=�--=.========-.c=--====-=---=--='----= 



As I was duplicating this Nessletter, I was reading , and checking the pages, and I thought where is t..l}at 
piece about Alastair and David' s book? I could remember \\>riting it but it was not there. Checking through my 
scrawled longhand pages, there it was. It had been lost in among all the corrections. I feel it is important so I 
am doing, what amounts to a postscript. 
BOOK 

while visiting the loch last August I met David Martin once more. I enquired how the book he and 
Alastair Boyd were writing about 'The Surgeon's'  photo hoax, was progressing. David said the book was 
ready but having contacted over hventy publishers, he had been unable to get one to handle it. nothing wrong 
with the book, apart from size, length. He had been told it was a little too long for a booklet, and too shot1 for 
a book. Most asking for another 25.000 words. David felt that was not necessary and would be just padding. 
He said he was looking into self publishing. 

Earlier this year he phoned to tell me that he had gone down that road. and was a\vaiting the results 
from the printers. In mid-May he sent me a copy, 'Nessie, The Surgeon's Photograph Exposed' . It was worth 
the wait. This small book, 1 00 pages, A5, 35  photographs, is a gem. It is set�� out rather like a play, with a cast 
list, stage set, players, etc. it explains the whole intriguing affair, dots the ' eyes and crosses the 'tees' .  I am 

sure it leaves no doubts that the ' Surgeon's  Photograph',  that 'icon' to many Nessie believers , was indeed a 
fake. Saying that I must stress that neither David or Alastair claim that it disproves the existence of something 
very unusual, ' a  monster! ! ' , in Loch Ness. Tills little book is a must for anyone with an interest in the Loch 
Ness mystery, especially those seeking the truth. It is available by post from :- David Martin, 7 1  Ridgeway 
Avenue, East Bamet, Herts, EN4 8TL. Cost in UK. £6.00, outside UK. £7.00, including P&P. cheques in £  
sterling to David 1vfarten. 


